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t/0 »>>g/Bj^VS^SEMSlf'lVE EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY BUNKER CHANNEL 

^ROM: HENRY KISSINGER ; 

• • 

• « , 

TO: AMBASSADOR BUNKER * 

^ • 

• • 

CITE: JJHS2273 * * 

DELIVER IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT’'' 

DECEMBER 14, 1972 • • 

YOU SHOULD REQUEST AH IMMEDIATE APPOINT ME HT WITH THIEU AND 

HOT PERMIT THE PALACE TO DEFLECT YOU FROM AN IMMEDIATE MEETING WITH 

THE PRESIDENT. WHEN YOU SEE THIEU, YOU SHOULD INFORM HIM THAT IT IS 

absolutely essential that we limit any holiday truces to the 24- 

K>UR CHRISTMAS CEASEFIRE. YOU SHOULD MAKE THE POINT STRONGLY THAT 
IF WE CANNOT COORDINATE EVEN MILITARY PRESSURES, IT WILL BE 
HICESSARY FOR US TO ABANDON OUR JOINT EFFORTS. FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 
AND YOU MAY HINT TO THIEU. THE PRESIDENT. IS CONSIDERING FORCEFUL 
MILITARY ACTIONS IN RESPONSE TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE STALLING 
TACTICS IN PARIS. OBVIOUSLY, THESE ACTIONS CANNOT BE FRUSTRATED 
BY AN EXTENDED HOLIDAY CEASEFIRE PERIOD. THEREFORE, IT IS ESSENTIAL 

THAT ANY TRUCE PERIOD BE AT AN ABSOLUTE MINIMUM. 

YOU SHOULD ALSO MAKE IT CRYSTAL CLEAR TO PRESIDENT THIEU THAT 
THE PRESIDENT IS INCREASINGLY IMPATIENT WITH PRESIDENT THIEU'S STAND 
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WIVI fcEGARD TO THE NEGOTIAT IONS.. IF AT THIS JUNCTURE HIS TOTALLY 
NEGATIVE ATTITUDE CONTINUES, IT CANNOT BUT THREATEN THE FUNDAMENTAL 
CHARACTER OF OUR FUTURE RELATIONSHIP. HE SHOULD BE UNDER NO ILLUSION 
ABOUT THE FACT THAT THE PRESIDENT IS AT THE POINT OF .RECONSIDERING 
OUR WHOLE RELATIONSHIP. 


• • 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONLYs DR. KISSINGER WILL GIVE A PRESS 

* 

BRIEFING ON THE STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS AND IT IS TENATIVELY SET FOR 

« 

11:00 A.M. WASHINGTON TIME TOMORROW, DECEMBER 15. IN HIS PRESS 

• » 

CONFERENCE, DR. KISSINGER WILL DESCRIBE THE CURRENT STATE OF PLAY 
IN THE NEGOTIATIONS STRESSING THE THEME OF NORTH VIETNAMESE 
PERFIDY. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT AT THIS TIME THERE BE NO NEGATIVE 
CARPING WITH SAIGON. THIS MEANS THAT AS SOON AS THE PRESS CONFERENCE 
HAS BEEN HELD, YOU WILL AGAIN HAVE TO IMPRESS UPON PRESIDENT 


THIEU THE NEED TO MAINTAIN SILENCE ON ANY DISAGREEMENTS WITH THE 

' V 

IWITED STATES AND TO NOT PERMIT CURRENT DIFFERENCES TO BE AIRED 


PUBLICLY. 

WARM REGARDS. 
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